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HIST 1302 ~ “U.S. History II”
Fall 2018, Section 01, Tu/Th 9:25am – 10:40am
EHABE 1.114

Dr. Amy M. Hay, ELABS 343B, 665-3165, amy.hay@utrgv.edu
Office Hours: Tu/Th 11am – 12noon; Wednesdays 6pm – 7pm& by appointment
Gina Silva, Graduate Assistant, ELABS 304, gina.silva01@utrgv.edu
Office Hours: Tu/Th 11am – 1pm & by appt.
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		     John H. Shary Excursion, May 18, 1915 [UTRGV Library Digital Collections]
The Rio Grande Valley of South Texas, composed of four counties on the U.S. – Mexico border, became known as the “Magic Valley” as a means of enticing people to come and settle in the region. Crucial to this development was the construction of an irrigation system, which used water from the Rio Grande River, and the railroad. A variety of peoples settled here, including Lipan Apaches, Spanish land grantees, Mexican ranchers, and Anglo agriculturalists. Much of the region’s history remains to be written. HIST 1302 examines the history of the United States since 1877. In the process of learning about the social, political, and economic conditions in America during this time, we will also a public history project designed to commemorate the history of the Valley. I look forward to our class this semester!
Course Learning Outcomes for Core Curriculum
· Critical Thinking Skills (CT) – Students will demonstrate comprehension of a variety of written texts and other information sources by analyzing and evaluating the logic, validity, and relevance of the information in them to solve challenging problems, to arrive at well-reasoned conclusions, and to develop and explore new questions.
· Communication Skills (COM) – Students will demonstrate the ability to adapt their communication to a particular context, audience, and purpose using language, genre conventions, and sources appropriate to a specific discipline and/or communication task.
· Social Responsibility (SR) – Students will recognize and describe cultural diversity, the role of civic engagement in society, and the links between ethics and behavior.
· Personal Responsibility (PR) – Students will demonstrate an awareness of the range of human values and beliefs that they draw upon to connect choices, actions, and consequences to ethical decision making.

Course Learning Outcomes for Department of History
Upon completion of this course, the successful student will be able to:
· describe the physical characteristics of the United States and the ways they affected on population distribution and settlement patterns in the past and present;
· analyze the various economic & social factors that influenced the development of industrial capitalism in the late 19th century & its development in the 20th century;
· evaluate and discuss American beliefs and principles, and the ways Americans’ relationship with the government changed over the 20th century;
· evaluate major reform movements of the 20th century and examine the rights and responsibilities of citizens of the United States as well as the importance of effective leadership in a democratic society;
· evaluate the impact of scientific discoveries and technological innovations on the development of the United States;
· relate the relevance and significance of developments during this period to conditions in contemporary America;
· place the American experience, past and present, within a global context; and
· report findings clearly in language and style appropriate to an academic setting.
Required Textbooks (available at UTRGV Library Reserve Desk)
Making America: A History of the United States, 7th edition, Carol Berkin, et al.
   Available UTRGV Bookstore (used/rent) or via CENGAGE Unlimited. You can also check at 
   Cengage webpage https://www.cengage.com/c/making-america-a-history-of-the-united-states-     7e-berkin/9781285194813 
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Graded Course Elements
Participation (15%) Your participation grade determines whether grades on the “bubble” (those within ten points of the next highest grade) will be rounded up or not; for this, students must have a C or B. Please note: Students who have more than FIVE absences for the class may be dropped by the instructor regardless of the reason (excluding dire emergencies, like your death, or attendance at a university-sponsored activity, such as an athletic event).  The last day to drop the class with a DR is November 14th. I consider your attendance to be what they call in poker “table stakes.” We will be taking attendance. You will not earn a grade for being a body in the room. Your participation grade will be determined by the document collection exercises we will be doing on most Thursdays – you must be present to earn these points! These activities will be evaluated using a Satisfactory/ Unsatisfactory grading system and follow a standard grading scale: the percentage of Satisfactory grades (# achieved/# given) x 150 = participation grade (out of 150 points). 
Document Analysis Paper (15%) Each student will find a primary source and write a one- to two-page paper (typed, double-spaced, with one-inch margins). The paper will analyze the source and discuss what it reveals about a specific historical moment. The Document Analysis will be DUE Sunday, September 16 online via Blackboard by 11:59pm CST.

Reading Quizzes (40%) Students will take an in-class individual and group reading quiz on Tuesdays (except as noted in the calendar). Each quiz will be worth twenty points (40 points total) and there will be ten quizzes total for the semester (400 points). Practice quizzes will be available online. You are responsible for purchasing the scantron form. Note: Students may replace ONE missed quiz with the group quiz grade.

Research Prospectus (20%) Students will research a local Rio Grande Valley history topic decided by their assigned group. The group research topic is DUE September 20th. Each group member will research the topic using primary and secondary sources (properly cited) and write a four to six-page paper (typed, double-spaced, with one-inch margins). This paper should include an additional page proposing a design layout for the virtual exhibit. The Research Prospectus will be DUE Thursday, November 1st online via Blackboard by 11:59pm CST.

Reflection Paper (10%) Students will write a one- to two-page reflection paper on their experience in researching and creating a virtual historical exhibit about the Rio Grande Valley. The Reflection Paper will be DUE Wednesday, December 5th online via Blackboard by 11:59pm CST.

“Making the Magic Valley” Virtual Exhibit (Pass/Fail) Each group will choose a research topic looking at Valley history and design a virtual exhibit. The exhibit will be posted on the University One Drive system and disseminated and publicized using QR codes. The exhibits will feature a primary documents, written descriptions based on secondary sources, and a bibliography of sources. Groups will be able to use materials from the Research Prospectus assignment and our weekly document exercises to construct their exhibits. Students will also complete a self- and peer assessment at the completion of the project. There will be a ten percent grade deduction for students who fail this component of our class as determined by the self- and group assessments.

Grading Scale
A (Superior): 900 -1000 points	D (Below Average):  600 - 699 points
B (Good):  800 - 899 points		F (Unacceptable):  599 points and below
C (Average): 700 - 799 points

Classroom Expectations, Requirements, and Outcomes
Please refer to the UTRGV Institutional Policies posted on Blackboard regarding policies on student conduct, student accommodations, academic integrity, confidentiality in the classroom, student grievances, electronic communication, mandatory course evaluations, etc. Our course policies also include the following – 
Classroom Demeanor Students are expected to come to class having read the assigned materials, listen to lecture and take notes, and be prepared for discussion. This requires that students silence cell phones and electronic devices, and refrain from reading other materials during class or not participating. Blatant disregard of these expectations may be counted as an absence.  I expect courteous behavior from everyone, including myself. Please note that students may not use computers in class to take notes. I have implemented this rule based on studies that show students who take notes by hand learn the material better. If you are interested in reading on this see “Princeton University study finds students more likely to learn by taking handwritten notes,” 
You will be allowed to use computers for our document collection exercises.
Academic Honesty Students are expected to show high ethical standards and will be held accountable for any cases of academic dishonesty.  Examples of such include plagiarism, copying during an examination/quiz, providing information for a paper or during an examination, and/or changing any grades. Each student will be required to pass an online plagiarism exam before turning in any written work. In cases of documented dishonesty, students will receive a zero for the assignment. Depending on the severity of the offense, they may fail the class. All cases of academic dishonesty will be reported to the Dean of Students.
Class Accommodations Please note that learning accommodations cannot be applied retroactively. I must receive the proper documentation which includes the specific accommodations. Please refer to the University “Students with Disabilities” policy listed on Blackboard for more information.
Class Communication Policy Per UTRGV policy, all email communication between the UTRGV faculty and staff and students must be conducted through the students’ official University supplied Vaquero email account. Other email accounts may be blocked by the spam filter. You are responsible for the consequences of an undelivered or delayed email. Email is the best way to contact me, amy.hay@utrgv.edu I normally answer emails within 24 hours, Monday – Friday, and will most likely take more time on the weekends. 

Course Schedule (Class Schedule & Readings)
Required readings & quizzes are listed in our weekly schedule. It recommended that students spend a minimum of two hours outside of class time studying for each class credit hour. Our class requires at least six hours of study. The syllabus may be modified as needed; no new assignments will be added.  

Week One ~ Introductions!
August 28th – August 30th  
	Introductions, Syllabus, Housekeeping
Readings ~ Course Syllabus

Week Two 
September 4th – September 6th    
	The American West, Industrialization, Working-Class Culture, 
Gilded Age Politics, Laissez faire economics, & Populists
Readings & Quiz:  Chapters 15 & 16, Making America

Week Three
September 11th – September 13th 
	Jim Crow and Lynching in America
	Manliness & Civilization
Readings & Quiz ~ Chapter 17 & 18, Making America
Work Due ~ Document Analysis due Sunday, September 16 online via Blackboard

Week Four
September 18th – September 20th  
	America becomes “modern” 
Social reform in urban America
Readings & Quiz ~ Chapter 19, Making America; Plagiarism Exam must be completed
Work Due ~ Group Research Topic due online via Blackboard

Week Five
September 25th – September 27th 
	Rebirth of the Klan
	Imperialism & World War I
Readings & Quiz ~ Chapter 20, Making America

Week Six 
October 2nd – October 4th 
	The Roaring 20s, 
The Dust Bowl & Great Depression
	Making a New Deal
Readings & Quiz ~ Chapters 21 & 22, Making America	

Week Seven
October 9th – October 11th 
World War II & Origins of the Cold War
Readings & Quiz ~ Chapter 23, Making America
	
Week Eight
October 16th – October 18th 
	The International & Domestic Cold War(s)
Readings & Quiz:  Chapter 24, Making America

Week Nine 
October 23rd – October 25th 
	The Technological Turn
Readings & Quiz ~ Chapter 25

Week Ten
October 30th – November 1st 
	Civil Rights
Eyes on the Prize
Work Due ~ Research Prospectus Paper due online via Blackboard by 11:59pm CST

Week Eleven
November 6th – November 8th 
	Panthers, Waves, & Hippies
	Readings & Quiz ~ Chapter 27

[bookmark: _GoBack]Week Twelve
November 13th – November 15th 
	The “Me Generation”
	America’s Right Turn  

Week Thirteen
November 20th 
	Chisholm ’72: Unbought and Unbossed
	No class Thursday, November 22 – Happy Thanksgiving!

Week Fourteen
November 27th – November 29th 
The Personal is Political
	The American Century	
Readings & Quiz ~ Chapters 28 & 29

Week Fifteen
December 4th
	Wrap-Up
Work Due ~ Reflection Paper due online via Blackboard by 11:59pm CST	
	        Self- and Group Assessment due online via Blackboard by 11:59pm CST
	        Group Virtual Historical Exhibit is posted on One Drive.

Summary of Important Dates
September – 
	Document Analysis Paper due Sunday, September 16th 
	Group Research Topic due Thursday, September 20th 
November – 
	Research Prospectus Paper due Thursday, November 1st 
December –
	Reflection Paper due Wednesday, December 5th
	Group Virtual Historical Exhibit posted by Tuesday, December 4th
	Self- and Group Assessment due Tuesday, December 4th


It has been a pleasure this semester!
We hope you have a great holiday break!!
image2.jpeg




image1.jpeg




